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2009-2010 Business Partner of the Year

Finalist

Ric Martin Authentic Martial Arts
Nominated by Ridgecrest Elementary School
Authentic Martial Arts has partnered with Ridgecrest for four years, Skycrest for two years, in addition to its collaboration with nine other Pinellas elementary schools. Authentic Martial Arts has contributed more than 236 volunteer hours to the schools, and Senseis Ric Martin and Joel Craven have led pep-rally assemblies during physical education classes, which motivate students to strive to earn a “Commitment to Character” award for positive behavior and academic performance. Since 2006 Authentic Marital Arts contributed in-kind donations valued at more than $34,000, including t-shirts, medals, bracelets, certificates and gift cards for students at both schools. All 650 Skycrest and 754 Ridgecrest students have been impacted by these martial arts programs promoting “teamwork, leadership development and unified school spirit.”

