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Verizon Presents Grant to Broadband Academy at pTEC
CLEARWATER, Fla. – The Pinellas Education Foundation today (Sept. 24) recognized Verizon’s long-standing support of the Broadband Institute, located at Pinellas Technical Education Center’s (pTEC) Clearwater Campus. 

Dennis Jauch, chief operations officer of pTEC accepted a $15,000 grant for the Broadband Institute, established in 2005 through a partnership of the Pinellas Education Foundation, Pinellas County Schools, pTEC, and several telecommunications partners led by Verizon.

“The first class consisted of only three students learning in a makeshift classroom and learning lab,” said Dennis Jauch. “Today, the classroom is technology-rich and full of eager students anxious to embark on exciting careers in telecommunications, utilizing the skills learned at the Broadband Institute.” 

Since 2003, Verizon has provided grants that total more than $141,000 to support the Pinellas Education Foundation; including $44,000 in the last two years to the Broadband Institute to prepare students for employment in the region’s expanding broadband industry. 
The Pinellas Education Foundation, founded in 1986, provides enhanced educational opportunities for schoolchildren and educators in Pinellas County by creating avenues in which local businesses and concerned individuals may support quality public school education.

The Pinellas Technical Education Centers and its Instructional Service Center (ISC) offer numerous technical programs and short-term training. Evaluating the needs of industry is a continuous process, and programs are established to satisfy industry's training requirements. The centers are public, coeducational and equal opportunity facilities legally authorized by the School Board of Pinellas County and the Florida State Department of Education to provide occupational education beyond high school. The centers are committed to providing quality educational opportunities which meet the changing labor force needs of business and industry. [image: image1.png]
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