SAMPLE LETTER

Dear:

I am writing concerning the critical need for increased funding for school district workforce education in Florida.  As (position) with (company) that employs (number) I know first hand the tremendous need for skilled labor in our community.  

Because of excessive budget cuts from 1997-2005, our technical centers have fallen behind relative to funding of community colleges and universities. Between 1997 and 2004, funding for workforce education decreased 8 percent while funding for colleges increased 27% and community colleges 33%.  During the past two years only $10 million has been allocated to support the 42 technical educational centers and all of workforce for K-12.  If growth and inflation were considered, workforce funding for K-12 and technical centers would be behind more than $112 million.  
We are in dire need of leadership in the Senate to address this issue.  Our technical centers are under utilized but represent a real potential solution to many of our workforce needs. I urge you to significantly increase workforce education funding, with a special emphasis on funding for technical education centers, whose job placement rate is unparalleled by either community colleges or universities. Efforts to improve our high school programs is commendable but we must also fund and improve our 42 Florida technical education centers. 

It makes good business sense to invest in K-12 workforce education and our technical education centers.  High paying jobs that will stay in Florida represent opportunity and economic growth.  

Sincerely,

