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SUMMARY:
PINELLAS EDUCATION FOUNDATION CELEBRATES THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GUS A. STAVROS INSTITUTE
Largo, FL – What began as the dream of an educator and a Pinellas County business pioneer, became reality twenty years ago as Enterprise Village at the Gus A. Stavros Institute in Largo opened its doors.  On January 21 from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m., the Pinellas Education Foundation will celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Gus A. Stavros Institute by opening its doors for special “tailgate party” to welcome new sponsors and thank the countless sponsors and Foundation supporters who have made the Institute programs such a success.

Since Dr. Gus Stavros and Dr. J. Howard Hinesley cut the ribbon at Enterprise Village in 1989, every Pinellas County Schools student has passed through the doors of the Stavros Institute to learn their first lessons about the free enterprise system, profit and loss, personal financial planning, career exploration and ethics through the programs of Enterprise Village, Finance Park and Career Cove.

 “The reality has become greater than the dream,” according to Institute Foundation and Chairman Emeritus of the Pinellas Education Foundation, Dr. Gus Stavros.  
More than 17,000 fifth graders each year spend several weeks in the classroom learning about the free enterprise system and then spend a day at Enterprise Village where they work in real-world jobs in McDonald’s, CVS, Bank of America, Kane’s Furniture, the St. Petersburg Times, and many others.  And each year more than 13,000 eighth graders learn to budget and make personal financial plans at Finance Park as they make purchasing decisions at Crown Auto Dealerships, Lifestyle Family Fitness, and Tradewinds Resort, just to name a few.  Career Cove teaches many high school students about career exploration, applying for their first job, writing a resume, and business ethics through a comprehensive classroom curriculum.
Founded in 1986, the Pinellas County Education Foundation provides enhanced educational opportunities for schoolchildren and educators in Pinellas County by creating avenues in which local business and concerned individuals may support quality public school education.
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