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SUMMARY:
145 Pinellas County Schools students receive scholarships through Mayor Rick Baker’s innovative partnership with the Pinellas Education Foundation at ceremonies at St. Petersburg’s Coliseum on October 27.
St. Petersburg, FL – 145 Pinellas County Schools students received a college or technical school scholarship today from the Pinellas Education Foundation’s Doorways Scholarship Program through a partnership with Mayor Rick Baker and his Mayor’s Mentors and More initiative.  These students were part of a scholarship signing ceremony this morning at the Coliseum in St. Petersburg.  Those scholarships have a value of $1,595,000.  
Currently there are more than 1,800 students enrolled in Pinellas County Schools who have been given a Florida Prepaid College Scholarship through the Doorways Scholarship Program, 875 of whom are St. Petersburg students who were enrolled through Mayor’s Mentors and More.  Through this initiative, launched by Mayor Baker shortly after he took office, St. Petersburg area businesses and individuals help fund and mentor the Doorways students through the Pinellas Education Foundation.

971 Doorways students have graduated from high school and are currently enrolled in, or awaiting entrance into college and 85 have graduated from college and are pursuing their careers.  These students, enrolled in the program as early as 5th grade, have earned their scholarships through the support of businesses, individuals, clubs, churches and civic organizations, and the Pinellas Education Foundation.  

Students are also matched with volunteer mentors who serve as role models and help keep them motivated, focused on education and excited about their futures.  In exchange, Doorways students sign a contract promising to work hard, attend school, get good grades and stay out of trouble.  More than $30 million has been contributed to Doorways Scholarships since 1992.

The Pinellas Education Foundation, founded in 1986, is a non-governmental, not-for-profit organization that provides enhanced educational opportunities for schoolchildren and educators in Pinellas County by creating avenues in which local businesses and concerned individuals may support quality public education.  For more information on how you, your company or civic group can sponsor a deserving child through a Doorways Scholarship, visit www.pinellaseducation.org or call 
(727) 588-4816.

# # #






