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2011 BIC Graphic USA

School improvement Challenge ROUND 1
Q & A

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE BIC GRAPHIC USA SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT CHALLENGE FUND?

BIC Graphic USA has generously provided $10,000 for school funding through the Pinellas Education Foundation. The purpose is to provide a fund assist principals in stimulating new contributors and support for school improvement programs and needs in the designated areas of classroom enhancement, teacher training, parental involvement, community involvement, academic involvement, student attendance and/or civility in the school environment.
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WHO MAY APPLY?

Principals may extend this invitation to any teacher, school group, booster club, PTA, or SAC, or submit themselves.

MAY ONE SCHOOL APPLY MORE THAN ONCE?

Yes, but there may be only one award per school.  The applicant must fill out the application, sign it, and have it approved and signed by the school principal. 

MAY THE FUNDS COME FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES?

Yes, funds may come from either one source or multiple sources but must be from private sources, not government funding.  In-kind support cannot be used for the match. 

HOW ARE THE FUNDS MATCHED?

The Pinellas Education Foundation will match every school dollar raised with 50 cents from the BIC Graphic USA Challenge fund up to $2,000.

WHAT IS THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT THAT WILL BE MATCHED?

Through the BIC Graphic USA School Improvement Challenge, the Foundation will provide a 50 % match for any amount raised from $500 to $2,000.  (Example: If a school raises $1,000 the Foundation will match $500.)

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR HAVING SCHOOL FUNDS MATCHED?

The applicant fills out the BIC Graphic USA School Improvement Challenge Application with both applicant’s and principal’s signatures by December 1.  The Pinellas Education Foundation will conduct a review of the applications as they receive them. 

OUR SCHOOL HAS BEEN NOTIFIED THAT OUR PROJECT HAS BEEN APPROVED.  WHEN WILL WE RECEIVE A CHECK FROM THE FOUNDATION?

The school must send in their check to the Foundation prior to receiving any match funds.  The check must be made out to the Pinellas Education Foundation and mailed or delivered to 12090 Starkey Road, Largo, FL 33773.  The Foundation will reissue checks to the school or organization that sends in the original check within two weeks of receipt of the funds.

MAY THE APPLICANT SEND MULTIPLE CHECKS?

Yes, provided the individual checks are not less than $500. The Foundation is not in a position to process a large quantity of smaller checks given the fact that 100 percent of the funds will go to schools.
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